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or most of the history of aviation, correctly 

either test the limits of his or her vocabulary 
or mechanical singing abilities, while a tech-
nician would do his or her best to interpret. 

Perhaps that noise the pilot was attempting to describe 

To the untrained ear, these can sound similar, and serve to 
illustrate that this type of diagnosis can be more of an art 
than a science.

By RACHEL FRIEDMAN
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